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HIGHLIGHTS

Pagel/Jansen Tree Farm Field Day
by Mary Grapperhaus

A warm, sun-drenched, overall ideal day was the backdrop on Sept. 13, 2008 in Efpngham

. County for a Forest Field Day held at the two
Tree Farms of Joe Jansen and Floyd Pagel,
located within a mile of each other.

At 9am, registration accounted for at
.. least 90 in attendance. At 9:30 everyone

» was welcomed by committee members Mary
Grapperhaus, Roy Bailey, and Ray Herman.
FSA/NRCS, IDNR, NWTF each gave a
brief overview of available forest programs,
followed by an overview of the peld day with
| introduction of speakers. With that out of
e the way, it was time to divide up into two
«“v groups. Easy enough, we cut the crowd down

’ the middle!! One group stayed on site for a
& tour and demonstration of the sawmill/kiln
i T e L ¥ Operation of Joe Jansen and afterwards sat
Post felling discussion ' ' back to listen to District Forester, David

Johnson, explain and demonstrate chain saw
safety and maintenance.

Meanwhile, the other group was loaded onto 2 tractor driven wagons and hauled one
mile down the road to the woodland of Tree Farmer Floyd Pagel (Outstanding Tree Farmer
in Hlinois for 2000). The wagons stayed together
as one tour unit, stopping along the route. Kent
Adams (NWTF) talked about wildlife food plots and The Sign of
the positive response to woodland burning for wild Sustainable
turkeys and other wildlife. Craig Willenborg (Heartland Forestry
Hardwoods) demonstrated directional felling and
afterwards the group looked at the stump to see what
actually happened as the tree fell. Eric Stanley (Timber
Buyer for CTC Exports) explained log quality, pointing
out defects, showed where and why he would make a log
cut (butt log being most valuable,) what each log was
worth, and an overall tree value on 5 previously marked
trees. Additional information was included in the tour
with signs for tree identipcation, pond establishment, ..
a 3 acre clearcut, and wetland/prairie/food plots which ™%
all add to habitat diversity.

At Noon, groups met back at Joe Jansenis for
a Doug McCain BBQ lunch at which time door prize
winners were drawn. After lunch the groups were
switched and the program was repeated. The Field Day
ended promptly at 3pm!!!

Bart Tals and Joe Jansen relax after a
sucessful peld day






