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 Everyone is invited to Dix, Illi-
nois in Jefferson County for the an-
nual Outstanding Tree Farm Field Day, 
where you will meet Jack and Beth Riley, 
2006 Tree Farmers of the Year. The 
Rileyõs 80-acre tract is a model of grassroots 
forestry at its best. They promote good for-
estry practices through encouraging the use 
of their Tree Farm by educational groups 
like the Girl Scouts, taking every opportu-
nity to teach the value of porperly managing 
forested acres. Each year, the Rileys share 
their annual maple sugar processing project 
with others from their community who are 
interested in learning the process or just avid 
bystanders. Jack and Beth have no shortage 

of þrewood, which they collect from areas 
where TSI has been  undertaken.   Thinning and pruning can also provide wood for woodworking 
projects, which they enjoy. Planting trees,  caring for their timber, and  taking every opportunity 
to share their forested land while teaching about the value of well-managed timber has become a 
way of life for the Rileys. Donõt miss the opportunity to visit this Tree Farm family that believes 
in forest protection, enjoyment of the forest, reforestation, and  proper harvesting practices.

REGISTRATION: 8:30 - 9:00 a.m.
FIVE SEPARATE TOURS will leave from the main reception area starting at 9:00. One will visit 
a þfty year old jack pine plantation with hardwood succession. One will tour a 15-year old white pine 
plantation. Another will visit a recent hardwood planting which is currently enrolled in the Carbon 
Credit exchange. One group will view the natural regeneration of upland riparian þelds. And a þfth 
group can see an upland hardwood stand harvested about nine years ago, followed by TSI. These 
tours can all be viewed by walking and wagon ride. 
Afternoon events include a prescribed burn, a band saw mill demonstration, and a demonstration of 
tree felling proceedures.
Lunch will be provided or you may bring a sack lunch if you like.

DIRECTIONS:
Take the DIX exit on I-57 north of Mt. Vernon. Travel West less than 1/2 mile to County Road 
1000E. Turn right and travel 1 1/2 miles to the second curve, which turns West. Keep going West 
(donõt take the turn to the North) for 1/4 mile to the Tree Farm sign. There will be Tree Farm signs 
along the route.

Beth and Jack Riley in a forty year old plantation of 
short needle pines




